SPEECH 


OF 


HON.  MYER  STROUSE,  OF  PEN N A., 

DELIVERED 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES,  MAY  2,  1864, 

ON  THE  BILL   "  TO  GUARANTEE    TO  CERTAIN  STATES,  WHOSE  GOVERNMENTS  ARE 
USURPED  OR  OVERTHROWN,  A  REPUBLICAN  FORM  OF  GOVERN- 
MENT," KNOWN  AS  THE  "RECONSTRUCTION  BILL." 


Mr.  STROUSE,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose  and  addressed  the  House,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  do  not  clearly  understand 
what  is  meant  by  "reconstruction,"  but  I  do 
know  that  some  immediate  healing  panacea 
i3  demanded  of  those  wbo  bave  sworn  to  be 
the  defenders  and  protectors  of  the  Union,  or 
the  "Union"  will  exist  only  in  theory,  or  as 
a  matter  of  the  past,  and  never  again  in  fact. 

The  act  of  secession  of  the  southern  State3 
was  pronounced  as  treason  by  jurists  and 
statesmen ;  and  when  the  rebellion  first  as- 
sumed shape  and  form  by  its  armed  hosts  in 
the  field  to  make  war  upon  tbe  Government 
of  tbe  United  States,  the  people  of  the  North, 
with  one  voice  and  in  general  accord  declared 
against  tbis  most  wicked  and  monstrous  out- 
rage. Men  of  all  parties,  of  all  sections,  from 
all  localities,  went  forth  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend the  Union  and  tbe  Constitution,  to  pre- 
serve and  uphold  the  integrity  and  entirety 
of  our  Government.  No  conscription  act  was 
necessary  then ;  no  forced  draft  was  required 
to  raise  an  army  to  bear  aloft  tbe  flag  of  the 
Union  against  secessionists  and  traitors.  No 
bounties  and  extra  pay  and  extraordinary  in- 
ducements were  wanted  to  obtain  volunteers 
for  the  Army  of  tbe  Republic.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  "  tempora  mutantur,  nos  etmutamur  in 
*7/is."  It  is  scarcely  tbree  short  years  that 
the  citizens  of  tbe  North,  the  East,  and  tbe 
West,  singly,  in  companies,  and  in  battalions, 
applied  willingly,  urgently,  and  most  patrioti- 
cally to  the  authorities  to  be  permitted  to 
enter  the  military  service  in  defense  of  tbe 
old  flag.  No  extraneous  inducement  or  mer- 
cenary stimulus  was  needed  to  arouse  tbe  pa- 
triotism of  the  people  to  rusb  to  tbe  tented 
field.  Men  of  all  classes,  of  .all  climes,  of  all 
ereeds,  of  all  conditions,  tbe  citizans  by  birth 
and  the  citizens  by  adoption,  left  the  peaceful 
walks  and  avocations  of  life  at  the  first  blast 
of  tbe  clarion  of  war. 

How  is  it  now  ?  Why  this  marvelous 
cbange?  What  has  wrought  tbis  apathy  and 
indifference,  this  positive  aversion  in  the 
minds  of  men  to  volunteer  ?  The  rebellion 
still  exists.    The  enemy,  armed,  and  equipped, 


is  still  at  our  door.  Many  towns,  forts,  and 
public  places  are  still  in  the  bands  of  tbe  re- 
bels. The  authority  of  tbe  United  State3  is 
still  defied  and  ignored.  The  strife,  wbiob 
was  then  confined  to  a  narrow  circle,  bas  as- 
sumed the  vast  proportions  of  the  greatest 
war  of  ancient  or  modern  times.  Are  the 
American  people  less  patriotic  in  1864  tban 
they  were  in  1861  ?  Have  we  not  the  same 
prize  at  stake,  and  is  not  tbe  country  still  in 
great  danger  of  dismemberment?  Surely 
there  is  yet  mucb  danger,  and  we  must  not  un- 
derrate tbe  enemy's  strength  nor  doubt  hia< 
prowess.  I  would  ask,  tben,  wby  is  it  that 
almost  every  man  in  the  community  fit  for 
military  duty  is  devising  "ways  and  means** 
to  avoid  the  draft  ?  Certain  it  is,  tbat  som® 
great  change  bas  come  over  the  spirit  of  the 
dreams  of  tbe  people.  Tbat  change,  sir„  is 
founded  on  the  fact  that  tbe  war  has  been, 
and  is  now,  perverted  from  its  original  object. 
Independent  of  and  apart  from  all  tbe  "pomp 
and  circumstance"  attending  the  re- enlist- 
ment of  tbe  brave  and  gallant  veterans  and 
tbe  volunteering  of  men  under  the  liberal 
operation  of  national,  State,  and  local  boun- 
ties, it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  eager  desire 
of  the  citizens  to  join  the  Army,  freely  and 
voluntarily,  exists  no  more.  Tbe  Bouse  of 
Representatives  in  1861,  immediately  after 
tbe  first  Bull  Run  disaster,  almost  unanimous- 
ly resolved, 

"  That  this  war  is  not  waged  in  any  spirit  of  op- 
pression, or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subju- 
gation, or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering 
with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  these 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy 
of  the  Constitution  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with 
all  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several 
States  unimpaired,  and  that  as  soon  as  these  ob- 
jects are  accomplished  the  war  ought  to  cease." 

This,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  statesmanship.  This 
was  the  tailsman  that  aroused  our  people  to 
renewed  energies  and  efforts.  The  solemn 
declaration  of  the  popular  branch  of  Congress 
tbat  the  purpose  of  the  war  was  solely  to  de- 
fend and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  preserve  the  Union  with  all 
the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  eeve- 


ral  States  unimpaired,  made  us  a  band  of 
brothers  in  the  North,  and  held  out  strong 
hopes  of  relief  to  the  suffering  Union  men  of 
the  South.  There  was  no  division  of  opinion 
among  the  men  of  the  North  at  that  time, 
whatever  their  previous  political  predilections 
may  have  been.  So  many  volunteers  offered 
their  services  during  the  autumn  of  1861  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the 
Senate  declared  that  recruiting  and  volunteer- 
ing must  be  stopped.  This  rush  to  arms  by 
the  patriotic  citizens  who  left  all  home  com- 
forts, parents,  wires,  children,  occupation, 
everything  behind  them,  was  in  pursuance  of 
the  sublime  declaration  I  have  just  quoted. 
Other  and  further  assurances  were  given  by 
Mr.  Lincoln,  by  members  of  his  Cabinet, 
and  by  high  officials  in  the  confidence  of  the 
President,  that  the  laws  and  local  institutions 
of  the  States  should  remain  unimpaired. 

Is  it  necessary  to  prove  that  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  Administration  in  this  matter  has 
been  most  wantonly  violated  and  disregarded  ? 
It  is  patent  to  all  that  the  object  of  the  war 
has  been  perverted  from  its  original,  lawful, 
and  constitutional  purpose  to  that  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  the  confiscation  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  southern  people,  guilty  br  inno- 
cent, the  subjugation  of  the  white  citizens  of 
the  South,  the  obliteration  of  State  lines,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  States  or  sovereign  Com- 
monwealths to  territorial  lands  to  be  parceled 
out  and  to  be  held  as  allodial  estates  by  trav- 
eling "loyal-leaguers,"  strong-minded  fe- 
males, and  the  horde  of  sycophants  and  flun- 
kies of  our  "wise  and  beneficent"  Adminis- 
tration. The  flagrant  violations  of  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  land,  the  substitution  of 
proclamations  and  orders  in  place  of  consti- 
tutional enactments,  the  utter  disregard  of  the 
xight3  of  the  Union  men  South,  and  the 
wrongs  and  injuries  inflicted  on  law-abiding 
citizens  of  the  North,  have  produced  their 
painful  results.  We  have  no  peace  yet !  We 
have  thousands  of  our  best  and  bravest  man 
slain,  thousands  of  destitute  and  sorrowing 
widows,  thousands  of  poor  and  unprotected 
orphans,  thousands  of  maimed  and  invalid 
men.  We  have  sorrow,  suffering,  and  ghast- 
ly want  in  many,  many  once  happy  and  pros- 
perous homes ;  we  have  a  distracted  and  de- 
vastated country  ;  we  have  a  diminished  and 
disturbed  commerce  ;  we  have  irredeemable 
paper  promises  in  place  of  the  lawful  coin  of 
the  United  States  ;  we  have  exorbitant  prices 
for  every  article  used  by  the  poor  man  ;  we 
have  a  national  debt  of  such  magnitude,  the 
contemplation  of  which  must  appall  the  heart 
of  every  man,  except  courtly  officials,  shoddy 
contractors,  and  swindlers.  We  have  some- 
thing more  which  the  good  people  of  this  once 
heppy  land  will  not  forget,  nor  their  children's 
children.  I  mean  taxes.  It  is  said  that  a 
national  debt  is  a  national  blessing.  If  that 
be  so,  no  people  were  ever  blessed  as  we  are, 
and  it  must  be  consoling  that  this  blessing 
increases  at  the  rate  of  $2,000,000  per  day. 
Notwithstanding  the  frightful  condition  of  our 


financial  affairs,  and  the  impending  crash  in 
commercial  circles,  we  are  cheeringly  informed 
by  the  stipendiaries  and  "'Swiss-guards"  of 
the  Administration  that  "  we  are  all  prosper- 
ous ;  money  is  plenty,  and  everybody  is  doing 
well."  I  will  not  insult  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  discussing  this  soap  bubble  of 
seeming  prosperity.  One  thing  is  certain, 
our  heirs  at-law  will  all  inherit — taxes. 

Notwithstanding  the  strength  of  the  rebel- 
lion and  the  desperation  of  the  leading  rebels, 
we  would  have  had  peace,  ay,  a  lasting  and 
honorable  peace,  with  all  the  States  restored 
and  true  in  the  Union,  if  the  Constitution,  the 
organic  law,  in  all  its  sections  and  articles  had 
been  kept  inviolate.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Administration  to  develop  and  foster  the  Union 
sentiment  which  undoubtedly  existed  in  every 
%eceded  State.  Not  only  was  it  a  duty,  but 
the  very  best  policy  to  convince  the  true 
Union  men  of  the  South  that  we  wage  no  war 
for  conquest  nor  for  subjugatiin  nor  for  the 
emancipation  and  taking  away  of  their  chat- 
tels, known  in  the  South  as  negroes  and  in 
Abolitiondom  as  sweet-scented  American  -citi- 
zens, but  solely  and  only  to  enforce  the  laws 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution.  The 
acts  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  Congress, 
the  proclamations  and  orders  of  the  President, 
and  the  general  policy  of  the  Administration, 
have,  in  my  judgment,  dispelled  all  hope  of  a 
reunion  so  long  as  this  policy  is  adhered  to. 
It  has  made  rebels  of  those  who  were  well  dis- 
posed toward  U3  before.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 
What  remedy  is  there  at  hand  ?  We  cannot 
exterminate  this  nation  of  eight  millions  of 
free  white  men,  nor  can  we  hold  them  in  peace- 
able subjection  or  in  a  provincial  condition. 
The  history  of  Ireland,  Venetia,  Algeria,  Hun- 
gary, and  Poland  i3  the  bsst  evidenoe  of  the 
impossibility  of  affiliating  a  hostile  people 
with  their  conquerors.  We  cannot  repsat  the 
atrocities,  destruction,  and  devastation  of  the 
Thirty  Years'  War  or  the  Seven  Years'  War 
in  continental  Europe,  the  fruits  of  which, 
after  peace  was  obtained  through  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  people,  are  described  by  the  his- 
torian as  "a  country  wasted  by  fire,  sword, 
and  plague  ;  a  scene  of  desolation  and  disor- 
der ;  a  bad  currency ;  a  deficiency  of  laborers, 
and  great  want.  The  art  of  war  was  the  only 
thing  that  gained  anything."  We  want  no 
such  trophies  ! 

This  Administration  ought  to  retrace  its 
steps  and  return  to  the  monumental  tree  of 
the  Constitution  as  its  landmark.  In  the  first 
place,  Mr.  Lincoln  must  divest  himself  of  the 
fallacy  that  he  is  the  Government.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  a  representa- 
tive democracy,  having  for  its  base  the  Con- 
stitution, the  lex  scripta,  which,  a3  the  su- 
preme law,  governs  the  three  co-ordinate 
branches,  to  wit,  the  legislative,  the  judiciary, 
and  the  executive.  The  Administration  con- 
sists of  the  persons  elected  by  the  people  un- 
der the  Constitution  and  laws  to  manage  ami 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  country.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution  never  intended  to 


make  the  President  and  his  Cabinet  "  the 
Government."  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
clearly  defined  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
officers  as  administrators  of  the  laws  enacted 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people.  In  ab- 
solute monarchies,  where  no  written  law  ex- 
ists, where  the  divine  right  of  kings  is  ac- 
knowledged, where  the  idea  that  "the  king 
can  do  no  wrong' '  is  still  upheld,  the  reign- 
ing monarch  may  well  be  styled  M  the  Gov- 
ernment." There  the  emperor,  the  czar,  or 
the  king,  in  his  own  person,  is,  and  repre- 
sents, the  Government.  He  makes  laws  by 
imperial  or  royal  decrees,  proclamations,  and 
orders ;  the  people,  subjects  or  plebeians, 
must  obey  the  peremptory  mandate  of  the  one 
who  titles  himself  M  We,  by  the  grace  of  God  1" 
The  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance 
of  the  rights  and  grants  in  the  Constitution, 
are  enacted  by  the  national  Legislature,  in- 
terpreted and  expounded  by  the  Judiciary, 
and  executed  by  the  President  and  his  legal- 
ly appointed  officers.  The  incontrovertable 
fact  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  are 
the  servants  of  the  people,  carries  with  it  the 
undoubted  right  to  criticise  the  acts  and  con- 
duct of  our  servants  whom  we  have  temporarily 
clothed  with  limited  power.  The  subordinates 
ofthis  Administration,  acting  under  "orders," 
dispute  the  right  to  discuss  the  course  and 
policy  of  the  Administration,  and  designate 
every  expression  of  disapprobation  as  "dis- 
loyal practices."  In  this  they  are  sustained 
by  the  leading  men  of  a  mongrel  party,  who 
are  now  arrayed  against  the  Constitution  and 
against  the  maintenance  and  supremacy  of 
the  civil  law. 

We  have  had  numerous  instances  of  illegal 
and  arbitrary  arrests,  imprisonments,  banish 
ments,  suppression  of  public  newspapers,  and 
other  tyrannical  acts  committed  against  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  citizen  by  petty 
despots  of  accidental  power  under  the  usurp- 
er's plea  of  "military  necessity."  The  doc- 
trine is  put  forth  that  "  inter  arma  leges  silent" 
— the  laws  are  silent  in  the  midst  of  arms  ! 
Now,  whether  this  is  considered  as  a  civil 
war  or  as  a  public  war;  whether  the  seces- 
sionists are  rebels  in  arms  or  belligerents,  the 
laws  need  surely  not  be  silent  in  the  peaceful 
northern  and  western  States,  or,  as  the  new 
lexicographers  term  them,  the  "loyal  States." 
There  is  no  war  raging  in  the  eastern,  north- 
ern, middle,  or  western  States.  Why  should 
the  law  be  silent  ?  Why  should  the  citizen  be 
arrested  without  probable  cause  ?  Why  deny 
the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  where- 
in the  crime  shall  have  been  committed? 
Why  suspend  the  prerogative  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  the  bulwark  of  the  citizen's  liberty, 
grantable  under  the  Magna  Charta  of  England, 
and  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States:  ex  delito  justilia.  It  is  because  the 
public  expression  of  opinion  of  the  conduct  of 
the  war  to  suppress  the  rebellion  is  distaste- 
ful to  the  Administration.  It  is  because  the 
Democracy  do  not  approve  of  the  course  of 


our  rulers  to  abolitionize  this  country  and 
carry  on  the  war  for  the  pecuniary  and  polit- 
ical benefit  of  abolition  politicians,  army  con- 
tractors, servile  office  holders,  mushroom  gen- 
erals, and  a  brood  of  abject  demagogues  and 
toadies  who  sing  the  loyal- league  psalms  and 
shout  hosannas  for  "  the  Government"  and 
their  aromatic  brethren  and  sisters.  These 
are  the  people — venal  and  corrupt — who  tra- 
duce and  malign  the  law-abiding,  honest  Dem- 
ocratic citizens,  whom  they  in  their  self-right- 
eousness and  loyal  zeal  are  pleased  to  desig- 
nate as  "secessionists,"  "sympathizers," 
and  sometimes  "traitors."  The  latter  term, 
however,  only  when  they  are  two  to  one  I 

The  Democrats  are  with  heart  and  soul  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  seeeded  States  to  their 
former  status,  and  establishing  again  what  we 
have  had  for  eighty  years,  "a  more  perfect 
Union."  We  are  in  favor  of  quelling  the  re- 
bellion for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  Con- 
stitution intact,  and  grant  to  the  several 
States  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  they  en- 
joyed them  before  the  rebellion,  and  to  which 
as  commonwealths  in  themselves  they  are  en- 
titled. We  are  opposed  to  waging  war  for 
the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  negro  with  the 
white  man,  and  we  are  opposed  to  shedding 
the  white  man's  blood,  beggar  and  devastate 
the  country  to  satisfy  the  insane  and  unna- 
tural demands  of  the  abolition  hypocrites  of 
New  England  or  the  humanitarian  bigots  and 
fanatics  of  old  England.  We  deprecate  the 
abolition  idea  of  negro  equality  and  the  con- 
sequent commingling  of  the  Ethiopian  with 
the  pure  Saxon  and  Celtic  blood.  We  believe 
the  President's  schemes  of  emancipation  and 
confiscation  as  expressed  in  his  proclamations 
to  be  gross  infractions  of  the  Constitution 
which  he  swore  to  support  and  defend,  and 
from  which  no  sophism  of  "  war  power"  can 
absolve  him.  For  this  lawful  opposition  to 
the  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  party  in  pow- 
er we  are  called  "disloyal.  Well,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, if  this  is  an  evidence  of  disloyalty,  then 
there  are  upward  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
free  white  citizens  in  the  North  who  are  very 
disloyal  according  to  the  translation  of  that 
foreign  word  "loyal"  by  the  Jacobins  of 
America.  The  Democracy  revere  the  Consti- 
tution and  acknowledge  it  in  all  its  parts  as 
the  supreme  law.  We  cheerfully  obey  the 
laws  of  the  Federal  Government  and  of  the 
States,  but  we  do  not  believe  in  that  "higher 
law"  which  pronounces  the  Constitution  made 
by  the  fathers  and  founders  of  the  Republic 
"a  covenant  with  death  and  an  agreement 
with  hell."  It  is  a  right  and  privilege  to 
canvass  the  acts  of  our  public  men  and  to 
criticise  the  conduct  of  those  whom  the  peo- 
ple have*  placed  in  power. 

This  inherent  and  fundamental  principle  of 
the  American  citizen  is  now  attempted  to  be 
denied  by  the  abolition  saints,  of  whom  the  sage 
and  patriot  Henry  Clay  more  than  twenty 
year3  ago  expressed  his  opinion  as  follows : 

"  With  them  [the  abolitionists]  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty are  nothing;  the  deficiency  of  tho  powera 


of  the  General  Government  is  nothing ;  the  acknowl- 
edged and  incontestible  powers  of  the  States  are 
nothing;  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  and  the 
overthrow  of  a  Government  in  which  are  concen- 
trated the  hopes  of  the  civilized  world  are  nothing. 
A  single  idea  has  taken  possession  of  their  minds, 
and  onward  they  pursue  it,  overlooking  all  bairiers, 
reckless  and  regardless  of  all  consequences." 

Recent  events  and  daily  occurrences  prove 
how  true,  how  prophetic,  were  the  words  of 
Kentucky's  lamented  statesman. 

Mr.  Speaker,  time  will  not  allow  me  to 
speak  at  length  of  the  causes  of  the  war  ;  it 
suffices  to  say,  what  history  has  already 
proved,  that  the  fell  fanaticism  of  the  North, 
the  ambition  for  office,  the  lust  for  power,  and 
the  hereditary  hostility  of  the  descendants  of 
the  Mayflower  cargo  to  liberal  principles  and 
democratic  sentiments  have  brought  this 
great  calamity  upon  us. 

The  constant  clamor  against  slavery,  a  sub- 
ject with  which  the  people  of  the  North  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do ;  the  preachings  of 
the  "  irrepressible  conflict"  and  the  doctrine 
that  "the  nation  eannot  exist  half  slave  and 
half  free,"  ("when  in  fact  we  had  existed  hap- 
pily and  prosperous  for  eighty  years  J  superin- 
duced the  aets  of  secession,  rebellion,  violence 
and  bloodshed.  The  originators  and  instigators 
of  this  most  unnatural  and  fratricidal  war  are 
now  the  most  M  loyal' '  men  in  the  land.  They 
not  only  occupy  the  fat  offices  and  places  of 
emolument,  but  are  even  the  high  priests  in 
the  grand  abolition  sanhedrim,  pure,  unde- 
filed,  and  god-like.  Yes,  the  ;men  who  for 
years  before  there  was  any  rebellious  outbreak 
were  offering  resolutions  and  presenting  peti- 
tions in  Congress  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union ;  who  wanted  H  no  fellowship  with 
slaveholders,"  although  willing  to  fit  out 
ships  to  engage  in  the  slave  trade  for  a  valu- 
able consideration  ;  who  were  willing  to  "let 
the  Union  slide,"  long  before  Jeff.  Davis  & 
Co.  thought  of  sliding,  have  suddenly  trans- 
muted themselves  into  the  most  intense  Union 
men  and  devout  patriots,  and  pharisaically 
denounce  all  others,  who  do  not  as  they  do, 
as  disloyal  and  anti-Union. 

While  I  condemn  and  denounce  secession 
and  hate  the  very  idea  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union  a3  much  as  any  man  in  the  land,  I  can- 
not shut  my  eyes  to  the  great  fact  that  the 
constant  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  by 
the  abolitionists  is  the  first  and  prime  cause 
of  secession  and  all  its  horrible  consequences. 
It  is  true  that  for  many  years  the  abolition 
party  per  se  was  insignificant  in  numbers,  and 
no  danger  was  apprehended  from  its  ravings 
and  dangerous  doctrines ;  but  slavery  was  a 
hobby  for  the  opponents  of  the  Democratic 
party  to  ride,  and,  by  a  grand  combination 
of  all  the  remains,  fragments,  and  debris  of 
the  defunct  political  clans,  to  overthrow  the 
Democracy  and  the  Republic.  The  one  is 
identical  with  the  other.  There  can  be  no  re- 
publican form  of  government,  no  representa- 
tive democracy  such  as  ours,  without  the 
principles  of  democracy  as  the  corner  stone. 


In  1816, 
la  1818, 
In  1819, 


In  1828, 
In  1834, 
In  1836, 


We  have  had  an  anti  Union  and  anti  Demo- 
cratic party,  an  aristocratic  party  opposed  to 
equal  rights  and  the  obligations  of  the  Con- 
stitution, from  the  time  of  the  formation  of 
the  Union  to  the  present  day.  The  demo- 
cratic sentiment  established  the  Republic  and 
maintained  it  until  the  present  sectional  con- 
glomeration came  into  pDwer.  Democracy  is 
ever  the  same  ;  it  has  not  changed  and  is  not 
changeable  in  principle  or  in  name.  The 
Opposition  is  classified  historically  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

In  1775,  Loyalists,  or  loyal  to  King  George, 
or  Tories. 

In  1776,  Loyal  Tories. 

In  1780,  Nova  Scotia  Cow -Boys  and  Tories. 

In  1786,  Convention  Monarchists. 

In  1789,  Black  Cockaders. 

In  1808,  Anti-Jefferson  Improvement  Men. 

In  1811,  British  Bank  Men. 

In  1812,  Peace  and  Submission  Men. 

In  1813,  Blue  Lights. 

In  1814,  Hartford  Conventionists. 
Washington  Society  Men. 
No  Party  Men. 
Federals. 

In  1820,  Federal  Republicans. 

In  1826,  National  Republicans. 
Anti-Masons. 
Anti- Masonic  Men. 
Conservatives. 

In  1837,  Independent   Democratic  Whigs. 

In  1838,  Abolitionists. 

In  1839,  Log  Cabin,  Hard  Cider,  Demo- 
cratic-Republican Abolition  Whigs. 

In  1843,  Native  American  Whigs. 

In  1844,  Coon  Party,  or  Anti- Annexation 
Whigs. 

In  1845,  The  Whig  Party. 

In  1846,  Mexican  Whig  Party. 

In  1847,  Anti- Mexican  War  Party. 

In  1848,  Rough  and  Ready  Party. 

In  1850,  Clay  Whig  Party. 

In  1852,  Scott  Whigs. 

In  1854,  Know -Nothings. 

In  1855,  Native  Americans. 

In  1856,  Fremonters,  or  Abolitionists  and 
Know -Nothings. 

In  1857,  Black  Republicans. 

In  1859,  Opposition  and  People's  Party. 

In  1860,  Wide-Awake  Cap  and  Cape  Party. 

In  1862,  No  Party. 

In  1863,  Union  League-No- Party-Emanci- 
pation-High-Taxation-Centralization-Confis- 
cation Negro-Equalization-Usurpation-Abo- 
tion-Administration-  Party. 

In  1864,  Miscegenationists. 

What  it  will  be  next  spring  has  not  yet 
been  announced  by  the  "white  spirits  and 
blue  ;  the  gray  spirits  and  black." 

I  charge  that  abolitionism  is  the  cause  of 
the  war.  We  had  lived  happy  and  content 
for  eighty  years.  The  citizen  of  Maine  was 
welcome  in  Louisiana.  Our  political  union 
and  good-fellowship  produced  their  natural 
and  beneficial  results.  We  prospered  as  a 
nation  as  no  people  prospered  before  on  the 
face   of  the  earth.     The  valuable  Southern 


products  furnished  the  cargoes  for  our  ships, 
materials  for  our  factories,  and  wealth  to  our 
people  of  all  sections,  and  through  which  our 
country  became  one  of  the  great  commercial 
and  maritime  Powers  of  the  world.  The 
Southern  people  were  willing  to  confine  them- 
selves to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
willing  and  glad  to  exchange  commodities 
with  us,  and  in  no  instance  did  any  Southern 
statesman  interfere  or  attempt  to  interfere  in 
the  institutions  and  affairs  of  the  North.  They 
ooncedei  to  us  the  manufacturing  and  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  whole  country,  and  willing 
that  we  should  enjoy  prosperity  and  wealth 
in  common  with  them,  but  they  demanded 
that  the  behests  of  the  Constitution,  the 
articles  of  our  partnership,  should  be  strictly 
observed,  and  that  the  obligation  of  the  origi- 
nal contract  should  not  be  impaired.  They 
wanted  no  interference  in  their  local  institu- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  North,  no  inter- 
meddling with  slavery,  a  system  of  labor 
which  existed  before  the  Revolution,  and 
which  was  an  undenied  right  and  colonial 
establishment  at  the  time  the  colonies  became 
States,  and  the  States  formed  the  Union. 
Have  we  fulfilled  our  part  of  the  original 
pactum  ?  Have  we  stood  by  the  great  con- 
tract, the  original  covenant,  when  the  part 
nerehip  was  entered  into  by  South  Carolina  and 
Massachusetts,  Virginia  and  New  York  ?  We 
have  not.  The  North  for  years  has  preached 
from  the  text,  "  no  Union  with  slaveholders," 
and  V  the  Union  cannot  exist  half  slave  and 
half  free."  I  have  never  heard  any  explana- 
tion of  this  proposition  why  the  Union  could 
not  continue  so  to  exist  after  a  prosperous  and 
glorious  existence  for  upwards  of  eighty  years. 
After  the  thorough  organization  of  the  rem- 
nants and  fag-ends  of  all  the  political  clans 
and  tribes,  and  the  founding  of  a  systematic 
anti-slavery  party,  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  tbe 
attacks  on  the  South  and  southern  institutions 
were  commenced.  In  the  pulpit,  the  forum, 
the  halls  of  justice,  the  school,  the  stump, 
everywhere,  anywhere,  were  the  anathemas 
hurled  against  slavery  and  slaveholders.  My 
allotted  time  will  not  allow  me  to  quote  the 
opinions,  writings,  and  teachings  of  the  lead- 
ing abolitionists  and  politicians  for  many 
years  back  ;  but  I  will  confine  myself  to  a  few 
of  the  saints  of  the  latter  days — to  the  shining 
lights  who  were  the  immediate  instruments  of 
dissolution  and  destruction,  and  who  now, 
singularly  enough,  are  baptized  as  "sUnion 
men."  In  1857  an  individual  by  the  name  of 
Helper,  who  was  compelled  to  leave  North 
Carolina,  his  native  State — not  for  stealing 
negroes — and  who  is  now  an  office-  holder  as  a 
reward  for  his  services,  published  the  book 
entitled  The  Impending  Crisis.  This  book 
recommended  direct  warfare  on  southern  so- 
ciety, "be  the  consequences  what  they  might." 
This  book  was  adopted  as  the  campaign  docu- 
ment of  the  Republican  party,  and  its  infa- 
mous teachings  indorsed  by  sixty- eight  Re- 
publican members  of  Congress,  and  by  all  the 
prominent  leaders  of  the  party. 


I  will  make  a  few  quotations  from  the 
Alcoran  of  the  modern  Ishmaelites,  showing 
the  piety,  purity,  and  patriotism  of  abolition- 


"  1.  We  unhesitatingly  declare  ourselves  in  favor 
of  the  immediate  and  unconditional  abolition  of 
slavery." — Page  26. 

"  2.  We  cannot  be  too  hasty  in  carrying  out  our 
designs." — Page  33. 

"3.  No  man  can  be  a  true  patriot  without  first 
becoming  an  abolitionist." — Pago  116. 

"  6.  Slaveholders  aro  more  criminal  than  com- 
mon murderers." — Page  140. 

"  7.  All  slaveholders  are  under  the  shield  of  a 
perpotual  license  to  murder." — Page  141. 

"  8.  It  is  our  honest  conviction  that  all  the  pro- 
slavery  slaveholders,  who  are  alone  responsible  for 
the  continuance  of  the  baneful  institution  among 
us,  deserve  to  bo  at  once  reduced  to  a  parallel  with 
the  basest  criminals  that  lie  fettered  within  the 
cells^of  our  public  prisons." — Page  158. 

"  9.  Were  it  possible  that  the  whole  number  [of 
slaveholders]  could. be  gathered  together  and  trans- 
ferred into  four  equal  gangs  of  licensed  robbers, 
ruffians,  thieves,  and  murderers,  society,  we  feel 
assured,  would  suffer  less  from  their  atrocities  than 
it  does  now." — Page  158. 

"  10.  Once  and  forever,  at  least  so  far  as  this 
country  is  concerned,  the  infernal  question  of 
slavery  must  be  disposed  of.  A  speedy  and  abso- 
lute abolishment  of  the  whole  system  is  the  true 
policy  of  the  South,  and  this  is  the  policy  which 
we  propose  to  pursue." — Page  121. 

"we  unfurl  our  banner  to  the  world. 

"Inscribed  on  the  banner  which  we  herewith 
unfurl  ti  the  world,  with  the  full  and  fixed  deter- 
mination to  stand  by  it  or  die  by  it,  unless  one  of 
more  virtuous  efficacy  shall  be  presented,  are  the 
mottoes  which,  in  substance,  embody  the  principles 
as  we  conceive  should  govern  us. 

"  The  Mottoes  on  our  Banner. 

"1.  Thorough  organization  and  independent 
political  action  on  the  part  of  non-slaveholding 
whites  of  the  South. 

"  2.  Ineligibility  of  slaveholders ;  never  another 
vote  to  the  trafficker  in  human  flesh. 

"3.  No  co-operation  with  slaveholders  in  poli- 
tics; no  fellowship  with  them  in  religion ;  no  affili- 
ation with  them  in  society. 

"  4.  No  patronage  to  slaveholding  merchants  ;  no 
bequest  to  slave-waiting  hotels ;  no  fees  to  slave- 
holding  lawyers  ;  no  employment  to  slaveholding 
physicians ;  no  audience  to  slaveholding  parsons. 

"5.  No  recognition  of  pro-slavery  men  except 
as  ruffians,  outlaws,  and  criminals. 

"  6.  Immediate  death  to  slavery,  or,  if  not  im- 
mediate, unqualified  proscription  of  its  advocates 
during  the  period  of  it3  existence." — Pages  155, 156. 

"  7.  Thus,  terror-engenderers  of  the  South,  have 
we  fully  and  frankly  defined  our  position;  we  have 
no  modifications  to  propose,  no  compromises  to 
offer,  nothing  to  retract.  Frown,  sirs,  fret,  foam, 
prepare  your  weapons,  threat,  strike,  shoot,  stab, 
bring  on  civil  war,  dissolve  the  Union,  nay,  anni- 
hilate the  solar  system,  if  you  will — do  all  this, 
more,  less,  better,  worse,  anything — do  what  you 
will,  sirs,  you  can  neither  foil  nor  intimidate  us;  our 
purpose  is  a?  firmly  fixed  as  the  eternal  pillars  of 
heaven ;  we  have  determined  to  abolish  slavery, 
and,  so  help  us  God,  abolish  it  we  will." — Page  187. 

This  language,  so  amiable  and  fraternal  in 
its  character,  was  very  much  calculated  to 
cement  the  bonds  of  union  between  North  and 
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South.  No  one  but  an  idiot  could  help  fore- 
seeing the  inevitable  consequences  of  such 
declarations  and  threats.  We  have  the  opin- 
ions and  counsels  of  the  great  abolition  cap- 
tains by  the  hundred ;  a  few  extracts  will 
suffice  to  show  the  general  tenor,  intent,  and 
purpose. 

Opinion  of  A.  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States : 

"  I  believe  this  Government  cannot  endure  per- 
manently half  slave  and  half  free." 

Cassius  M.  Clay,  the  present  Minister  of 
the  United  States  in  Russia,  expressed  him- 
self thus : 

"Our  Legislatures,  State  and  Federal,  should 
raise  the  platform  upon  which  our  free  colored 
people  stand  ;  they  should  give  to  them  full  politi- 
cal rights  to  hold  office,  to  vote,  to  sit  on  juries,  to 
give  their  testimony,  and  to  make  no  distinction 
between  them  and  ourselves.  The  instrument 
called  the  Constitution,  after  pronouncing  all  men 
equal  and  having  equal  rights,  suffers  slavery  to 
exist,  a  free  colored  person  to  bo  denied  all  poli- 
tical rights,  and,  after  declaring  that  all  persons 
shall  enjoy  a  free  intercourse  with  the  States,  suf- 
fers the  free  negro  to  be  driven  out  of  all,  and  ex- 
cluded from  such  rights.  Deliver  me  from  such 
an  instrument  thus  partial,  thus  unjust,  that  can 
be  thus  perverted,  and  made  to  sanction  prejudices 
and  party  feelings,  and  note  the  accidental  dis- 
tinction of  color." 

Wendell  Phillips,  a  bishop  in  the  abolition 
church,  gave  his  honest  opinion  in  the  follow- 
ing style : 

"  No  man  has  a  right  to  be  surprised  at  this  state 
of  things.  It  is  just  what  we  [abolitionists  and 
disunionists]  have  attempted  to  bring  about.  It  is 
the  first  sectional  party  ever  organized  in  this 
country.  It  does  not  know  its  own  face  and  calls 
itself  national ,•  but  it  is  not  national — it  is  sec- 
tional. The  Republican  party  is  a  party  of  the 
North  pledged  against  the  South. 

"  No  act  of  ours  do  we  regard  with  more  con- 
scientious approval  or  higher  satisfaction,  none  do 
wo  submit  more  confidently  to  the  tribunal  of 
Heaven  and  the  moral  verdict  of  mankind,  than 
when,  several  year3  ago,  on  the  4th  of  July,  in  the 
presence  of  a  great  assembly,  we  committed  to  the 
flames  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

I  could  cite  similar  language  from  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  hundreds  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  Republican-abolition  party, 
but  it  would  only  be  cumulative  evidence  of 
facts  that  cannot  be  controverted.  I  ask 
reasonable  men,  honest,  unprejudiced  men 
who  love  their  country,  and  who  can  look  on 
the  present  and  the  past ;  condition  of  the 
Republic,  whether  the  conduct  of  the  aboli- 
tionists was  not  the  cause  of  the  secession  of 
the  Southern  States.  We  all  remember  the 
acts  and  deeds  of  John  Brown,  the  murderer 
and  thief,  and  how  he  was  canonized  by  the 
fanatics  of  the  North  because  he  was  hanged 
for  crime.  Of  him  the  present  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  John  A.  Andrew,  spoke  as 
follows : 

II  John  Brown  and  his  companions  in  the  conflict 
at  Harper's  Perry,  those  who  fell  there  and  those 
who  are  to  suffer  upon  the  scaffold,  are  victims  and 


martyrs  to  an  idea.  There  is  an  irrepressible  con- 
flict [great  applause]  between  freedom  and  slavery 
a3  old  and  as  immortal  as  the  irrepressible  conflict 
between  right  and  wrong.  They  are  among  the 
martyrs  of  that  conflict.  John  Brown  was  right. 
I  sympathize  with  the  idea,  because  I  sympathize 
with  and  believe  in  the  eternal  right.  They  who 
are  dependent  upon  him  and  his  sons  and  his  asso- 
ciates, in  the  battle  of  Harper's  Ferry,  have  a  right 
to  call  upon  us  who  have  professed  to  believe  or 
who  may  have,  in  any  manner  or  measure,  taught 
tho  doctrino  of  the  rights  of  man,  as  applied  to  the 
colored  slaves  of  the  South,  to  stand  by  their 
bereavement.  We  are  to-night  in  the  presence  of 
a  great  and  awful  sorrow,  which  has  fallen  like  a 
pall  upon  many  families  whose  hearts  fail,  whose 
affections  are  lacerated,  and  whose  hopes  are 
crushed,  all  of  hope  left  on  earth  destroyed  by  an 
event  which,  under  the  providence  of  God,  I  pray 
will  be  overruled  for  that  good  which  was  contem- 
plated and  intended  by  John  Brown." 

After  all  this,  who,  I  ask,  is  responsible  for 
Southern  secession,  bloodshed,  ruin,  and 
desolation  ?  This  war,  civil  war,  internecine 
war,  bloody,  desperate,  and  unnatural  as  it 
is,  is  the  effect  of  the  abolition  cause. 

The  abolitionists  were  the  original  anti- 
Union  men,  a  fact  that  admits  of  no  denial; 
and  when  we  hear  the  howlings  now  for  a 
restoration  of  the  Union  by  the  men  who  have 
destroyed  it,  they  simply  mean  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  extermination  of  the  white  popu- 
lation South,  and  propagation  of  a  Yankee 
colony,  with  the  negrees  as  vassals  to  raise 
cotton,  rice,  sugar,  and  tobacco  for  the  benefit 
of  the  modern  Vandals  and  Goths  who  claim 
title  under  the  confiscation  act. 

The  Union  is  broken  I  How  can  we  restore 
it?  How  reconstruct?  How  again  reunite 
the  North  and  South  ?  By  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war  ?  The  war  has  lasted  for 
three  years  ;  it  has  been  vigorous.  We  have 
an  immense  army  and  a  powerful  navy,  brave 
men  and  good  commanders,  and  we  are  still 
drafting  and  recruiting  for  the  further  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  How  long  shall  this 
continue  ?  We  cannot  subjugate  nor  conquer 
the  South  in  the  sense  in  which  these  terms 
are  usually  applied  and  understood.  War  will 
make  no  Union,  no  fellowship,  no  fraternity. 
The  feeling  of  the  South  is  bitter,  the  hearts 
of  the  people  alienated  and  estranged  from  us, 
and  hence  the  desperation  with  which  they 
resist  in  behalf  of  their  homes,  their  lands, 
and  their  institutions.  Unless  the  illegal 
steps  taken  by  our  rulers  are  retraced,  unless 
the  Constitution  ia  adhered  to,  and  all  arbi- 
trary proclamations  and  orders  recalled,  and 
unconstitutional  legislation  repealed,  the 
Southern  people  assured  that  they  can  have 
equal  rights  with  us  in  the  Union ;  in  short, 
unless  the  olive-branch  accompanies  the  sword 
we  will  never  again  have  a  Union.  It  is  a 
sad  spectacle  to  contemplate ;  but  so  it  is. 
This  ones  great  and  happy  country,  establish- 
ed by  the  blood  and  sufferings  of  noble  pa- 
triots of  both  hemispheres,  whose  proud  flag 
waved  in  the  most  distant  breeze,  this  glorious 
fabrio  of  Heaven-inspired  men,  this  magnifi- 


cent  Republic,  truly  the  asylum  of  the  oppress- 
ed of  all  lands,  is  suddenly  and  violently  rent 
asunder  and  destroyed  by  the  degenerate  sons 
of  those  who  were  born  and  reared  under  its 
protecting  banner  of  liberty. 

The  remedy  is  with  the  people.  Let  the 
great  and  honest  yeomanry  of  the  land,  the 
farmers,  the  mechanics,  the  miners,  the  labor- 
ers, all  classes  who  work  for  their  living  and 
earn  their  daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow,  rise  in  their  strength  and  in  their 
majesty  as  freemen,  and  come  to  the  rescue  of 
imperiled  liberty !  Thank  God  I  the  ballot- 
box  still  exists,  and  although  infringed  on  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  we  have  yet  the 


power  to  protect  the  sacred  urn  from  the 
janizaries  and  satraps  of  modern  despotism. 
Place  statesmen  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  men  free  from  bias,  fanaticism,  and 
treason,  who  will  administer  the  laws  impar- 
tially and  constitutionally.  If  this  is  not 
done,  if  the  people  will  continue  the  present 
party,  with  its  avowed  anti-  Union  policy,  in 
power,  then  no  man  born  can  foretell  the  sad 
fate  of  this  country.  The  angel  of  liberty 
may,  from  on  high,  point  to  the  land  from 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf,  and  mournfully 
exclaim,  This  was  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States! 
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